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Is this the landscape we want to leave 
our children?









Last year car buyers 
ranked fuel economy 
17th

 
on their list of 

priorities, just below 
cup holders and the 
car's stereo system, 
according to a survey 
by CNW Research, a 
respected automotive 
market analysis firm.

Newsweek, April 08



.

Alexander von Humboldt

Early 1800’s

The Father of Geography, and the 
last Master of Geography. 

Darwin refers to Humboldt as the 
most scientific traveller who ever 
lived.”

Humboldt made order out of our  
complex Universe

“I am more and more 
convinced that our 
happiness depends more 
on the way we meet the 
events of life than on the 
nature of those events 
themselves.”



Civic Participation

“I know no safe depository of the 
ultimate powers of the society but 
the people themselves.

And if we think them not 
enlightened enough to exercise 
their control with a wholesome 
discretion, the remedy is not to 
take it from them, but to inform 
their discretion.”

Thomas Jefferson - September 28,1820







Quality
Of 
Life

In building facilities to accommodate cars……we often forget about the people









The Pike corridor is an organizing element for the future of the community. Smart 
redevelopment is a catalyst for social, economic, and physical improvements that 
affect the lives of all Arlington residents. But for the Pike to be functional, livable, 
and serve an ever-changing economy, the street must have a better-defined 
physical form. The resulting new code is the foundation for making this possible.



West Lafayette, Indiana      (Home of Purdue University)West Lafayette, Indiana      (Home of Purdue University)



"The other teams could make trouble for us if they win.” …. Yogi Berra



If Cities are to reduce 
auto-dependence a 
working alternative 
should include:

Streets must become 
“right-sized” for their 
greater mission.



Washington, D. C.



Transportation 
has always built 
our cities.

Always.

And … it will 
continue to 
do so.









Where would you rather walk?       Where would you rather bike? Which is the safest place to bike?
Where would you rather drive?       Where would you rather live? Which is the safest place to drive?



Source:  Fisher & Hall Urban Design

Once we understand the context of a place, its history, its 
culture, its climate, its topography, its land settlement 
patterns, then we can start the design process in earnest.
Now that we know the new land use, we can design the street!

Petaluma, California 



Marina Transit Station  / Town Center Design Workshop











































What is the Purpose of Cities?













Monterey, California



Peak Happiness

1965







Cleveland, Ohio.

Monterey, California



Monterey, California







Monterey, California



Cleveland, Ohio.

Monterey, California



Monterey, California

























Who we built forWho we did not 
build for





A walkability plan must set a stage for 
all other modes of transportation to 
work, including transit.  If people 
cannot walk then transit remains 
ineffective.

“What is the first thing an 
infant wants to do and the 
last thing an older person 
wants to give up?”

Walking is the exercise
that does not need a gym. It is 
the prescription without 
medicine, the weight control 
without diet, and the cosmetic 
that can’t be found in a 
chemist. It is the tranquilizer 
without a pill, the therapy 
without a  psychoanalyst, and 
the holiday that does not cost a 
penny. What’s more, it does not 
pollute, consumes few natural 
resources and is highly 
efficient. Walking is convenient, 
it needs no special equipment, 
is self-regulating and inherently 
safe.”





With almost double the cost 
per capita of the average 
OECD nations, the U.S. 
receives less in the way of 
health care and health 
outcomes.

This is not sustainable.

Source:  The Kaiser Family Foundation,  April 2011

The Average U.S. 
Family now pays 
$16,000 per year 
in health care 
costs, and this 
figure is rising.



Well Designed 
Density Childhood needs

1. To develop fully children need a 
broad range to roam

4. Our most important neural 
pathways are developed before 
the age of nine.

3. Einstein roamed the streets of 
Munich at the age of four, 
exploring on his own

2. U.S. children today have a 
range one/ninth

 
of their parents





Surgeon General’s Report

21% US citizens ages 
9-17 have a 
diagnosable mental 
or addictive disorder 
associated with at 
least minimum 
impairment



Depressive Disorders

19 million American 
adults

• Leading cause of 
disability in the USA 

• Treatment:
• Medication

• Social Contact, 
including therapy

• And…..









New Port Village,  Port Moody



New Port Village,  Port Moody









































The simple needs of 
automobiles are 
more easily 
understood and 
satisfied than the 
complex needs of 
cities, and a growing 
number of planners 
and designers have 
come to believe that 
if they can only solve 
the problems of 
traffic, they will 
thereby have solved 
the major problems 
of cities.

Following that 
philosophy led to 
this, redundantly.

A new beaker and 
measure will lead to 
this.















As we age access to gentle, friendly exercise will be vital







"If we want a booming economy of mom and pop stores, we'd 
better build the environment where they succeed”







Complete StreetsComplete Streets







Target Speeds Appropriate to  Land Uses

30 mph 
speed zone

25 mph 
speed zone

45 mph 
speed zone



Chico, CA 
Nord Avenue



Chico, CA 
Nord Avenue



Chico, CA 
Nord Avenue



Chico, CA 
Nord Avenue



Chico, CA 
Nord Avenue



Chico, CA 
Nord Avenue



Chico, CA 
Nord Avenue















Brattleboro, Vermont





Hot Springs, Arkansas



Cotati, California: 
Old Redwood Highway looking north



LaJolla Boulevard, Birdrock, San Diego, CA



LaJolla Boulevard, Birdrock, San Diego, CA















Medians and visual tightening (of lanes) 
(best when in curve)         (Vancouver, BC)



Santa Barbara, California





•• Not in MUTCD Not in MUTCD –– received Interim received Interim 
approval from FHWA in July 2008approval from FHWA in July 2008

•• Studies indicate motorist yield rates Studies indicate motorist yield rates 
increased from about 20% to 80%increased from about 20% to 80%

•• Beacon is yellow, rectangular, and Beacon is yellow, rectangular, and 
has a rapid has a rapid ““wigwig--wagwag”” flashflash

•• Beacon located between the warning Beacon located between the warning 
sign and the arrow plaquesign and the arrow plaque

•• Must be pedestrian activated Must be pedestrian activated 
(pushbutton or passive)(pushbutton or passive)



1800 vehicles 
per hour
per lane

800 vehicles per hour
Per lane



Dixie Highway, West Palm Beach, Florida

15-20,000 ADT













Is this an 
Complete 
Street?



What’s Next?





Bridgeport Way, University Place, WashingtonBridgeport Way, University Place, WashingtonBridgeport Way, University Place, Washington



Bridgeport (1999)



University Place, Washington



Grandview
Terrace

99% 
Neighborhood
Adoption



Nina
Szlosberg

The
Engines
Of 
The 
Future



What’s Next?





“That which cannot be measured either does not 
exist or is of no value …. The affairs of citizens 
are best guided and conducted by experts.”



Plan Program
Engineer

Traffic 
Needs

Local Plans Local Input Public 
Information
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