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WELCOME OUR NEW
AVONDALE NEIGHBORS!

“Susan has helped us with several
Avondale purchases and a City
of Decatur sale. She made the
process smooth and efficient.
We felt safe in her hands!”

-JULIAB

"Susan'’s vision, high
expectations, and unmatched
service made selling my house

p|eoson’r and c|osmg easy. | will
be forever grateful. *

-Suzy)
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great value and partner with you, ROBERTSON . e
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it was her own? caltor® and patiently with every
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months of planning to a

successful comp|e’rion,
- KIRSTIN'S
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Families and friends view the fireworks from the Town Green.
View more images from the city’s festive Independence Day on page 18.
Photo Credit: Isadora Pennington

Stay in Touch with the City of Avondale Estates

Stay connected with what’s happening Website

www.avondaleestates.org

Facebook
CityofAvondaleGA

through the many communications
channels used by the city.

Newsletter

To receive this bimonthly newsletter in the

mail or electronically, please email @ X, formerly known as Twitter

communications@avondaleestates.org. @City_Avondale

E-News Instagram

@ The city emails an electronic @avondaleestates
newsletter once a week and as Nextdoor

needed for special announcements Find the City of Avondale Estates on

and alerts. To sign up, visit ’ Nextdoor under Public Agencies

avondaleestates.org/e-news.html.

CONTACT US TODAY
770-623-6220

info@frontporchatlanta.com

ant
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News From City Hall is a publication of Our Front Porch. Subject matter published is the opinion of the author and does not necessarily
reflect the opinion of the publisher of this newsletter. Professional advice should be obtained before making any decision in which a
professional is readily available. Advertisers assume responsibility for the content of the ads placed in this publication. Material published
may not be reproduced without the written permission of Our Front Porch.

The contents of this newsletter are provided for the members of the Avondale Estates neighborhood as a courtesy only. No
representations are made as to information presented, the quality of the goods or services advertised, or the veracity of the statements
relating to the goods and services. The printing of opinions, information or advertisements does not constitute an endorsement by the
neighborhood of such opinions, information, goods or services.

News from City Hall - Newsletter Disclaimer Unsolicited Copy

Purpose The City Newsletter reserves the right to refuse unsolicited submissions and to edit all copy in regard to
The City Newsletter was created for the purpose of providing a written medium for regularly sharing infor- space appropriateness, and cost considerations. As a courtesy to the clubs and organizations that civically
mation from City Hall. It is a vehicle for the Board of Mayor and Commissioners and the City Manager to operate in the City, a brief notice of their activities may be included as space permits. The City Newsletter
share information relevant to issues discussed, actions taken, and plans made by the Board of Mayor and is not a forum for opinion pieces nor for political speech. The City reserves the right to reject any proposed
Commissioners, to share newsworthy information about our residents and businesses, and to provide a advertisement of an offensive, religious, or political nature.

calendar of scheduled City events.
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City News

From the City Manager

by Patrick Bryant
City Manager

Dear Avondale Residents:

It was wonderful to see all of you having such a good
time during our Fourth of July celebration. What a

turnout! Hopefully, everyone got their fill of candy
during the morning’s parade and did not let sugar
belly get in the way of having an awesome day at the pool. I am also grateful
that Mother Nature was kind enough to allow for what I think was the best
fireworks show to date. How about that grand finale? As we navigate through
the back half of summer and prepare to go back to school, I want to talk about
some of the exciting projects we are working on and ask for your patience as
we progress.

Photo Credit: Isadora Pennington

Please allow me to level with you. Avondale Estates is transforming. We have
changed the way we provide sanitation service, changed the way we police,
and now we are changing the way we travel. I truly believe this change is for
the better, but I am not blind to the reality that change is difficult. We all have
our routines and our expectations. I have my own, and I certainly become
uncomfortable when they are affected by things outside of my control.

Knowing progress can be challenging, I ask for your patience during this
transformation. Reducing the number of travel lanes on Highway U. S. 278
while adding wide sidewalks for walking and biking is a major construction
effort. Navigation through Avondale Estates during this construction period
will be difficult. Travel times will be impacted, and some motorists will attempt
to detour using residential streets. We have plans to address these concerns
with tactical calming measures that will attempt to deter most of that traffic
and keep the traffic that does occur from exceeding speeds dangerous to other
motorists and pedestrians. The Board of Mayor and Commissioners (BOMC)
and the staff are considering feedback as we determine the next steps. Thank
you to all who attended the open house, reviewed the plans, and commented
online and at meetings. Please view page 12 for more information on the plans,
and feel free to share your thoughts with the BOMC and me.
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We have an experienced team working to ensure the impacts of these projects
are kept to a minimum. Even if it takes a little longer to wind your way through
the city, keep in mind that our businesses are still open and eager to serve the
community. I encourage each of you to patronize them as often as you can and
participate in our Downtown Development Authority’s “Shop Local Throw
Down.” Throughout construction, the DDA will throw the winning team a
party each quarter. So, shop at our businesses, keep those receipts, and get
them to your neighborhood team captains so that you have the bragging rights!

I truly appreciate the closeness and comradery of our residents and know that
we will get through these growing pains a stronger and as a more sustainable
city. And, before you know it, we will have a gorgeous new commercial
development in front of the Town Green that will be home to new shops and
restaurants. If you have any questions about any of the projects I have written
about, please do not hesitate to ask the BOMC or me. We are happy to provide
you with the information you need to feel comfortable with the changes these
projects will bring. This is an exciting time for the city of Avondale Estates, and

I am honored to go on this journey with you.
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Avondale Physical Therapy
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Avondale Estates, 30002
infoeavondalephysicaltherapy.com ®
470.649.3626 - avondalephysicaltherapy.com p ys I ‘ a
Druid Hills Physical Therapy
2800 N. Druid Hills Rd. NE, Atlanta, 30329
470.427.3840 - infoedruidhillspt.com * druidhillspt.com
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Call us to make an appointment today!

Avondale Estates /| www.avondaleestates.org 5




City News

Putting People First - North Avondale Complete Street Project

Construction has finally begun on North Avondale Road and East College
Avenue. On June 6, the city of Avondale Estates hosted the groundbreaking
ceremony for the North Avondale Complete Street Project at the Town Green
Market Pavilion, and construction began on June 24. This major transformation
will create a more walkable, bikeable, safe and attractive corridor that will
connect the community and encourage downtown development.

The project spans from Sams Crossing to Ashton Place. It includes a landscape
buffer, center median, pedestrian/bike crossings, a reduction from five lanes to
three, road repaving and restriping, and replaced and upgraded traffic signals
(see details below in the Features section).

The new design will be more efficient, attractive, safer and more accessible
for cyclists and walkers. Creating a better place means better opportunities,
and research shows that changing the corridor from a place that people drive
through, to one that they drive to, will improve economic vitality for local
businesses.
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The Mayor and Board of Commissioners were joined by IP Construction, Dave Deiters,
chair of the Avondale Estates Downtown Development Authority, City Manager Patrick
Bryant and Assistant City Manager Shannon Powell at the groundbreaking for the
complete street project. Photo credit: Isadora Pennington

Complete Street Project Plan

Creating Changes Will:

»  Slow motorists to provide safety for pedestrians
and cyclists and allow businesses to capture
drive-through traffic.

»  Preserve existing roadway capacity while adding
safety improvements and pedestrian enhance-
ments.

11111 Musi-Use Patn »  Build a continuous, connected sidewalk system
* 10’ Sidewnli/Bike

Lane ‘
T vehicular lanes [
e e
lane
I 5 Sidewalk ¢ »

Consinuction is crojected o
Bnish by Q1 2025

to access residential and commercial areas.

Provide connectivity from downtown to the
Avondale Estates MARTA station.

»  Redesign intersections to increase functionality
and safety.

Timeline for Pro'|ect

This project’s roots reach back to 2004 when the corridor was identified as

part of the city’s downtown plans. The project stayed a priority in the updated

2014 Downtown Master Plan with much input and leadership from

2013 2014 2016 2020 2021
Walkability Feasibility Funding  ConceptReport Preliminary
Study Study Negotiation Approvaf Engineering
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the community. Projects on state routes with federal funding are complicated,
and the process for obtaining approvals involved many professionals across
several organizations. The project is projected to be completed in early 2026.

202 202 20 2026
3 3 4 June 2024
ROW Construction  Construction ) Construction
Acquisition Bidding Award Co I'IST-E UCE{I_?"' Completion
Kick-o!



City News

ComEIete Street Pro'|ect Phasing Plan

Construction Timeline

Section 1 June 24 - July 12

[SEEERE Juiy 1 - July 19
[SE8BAEY uly 15 - Aug 2
o s o

*+ 1 eastbound lane
+ 1 westbound lane
+ 1 turning lane

Construction will occur in roughly two-block sections and will move eastbound on
the south side of E. College Ave. every two weeks. *Timeline is subject to change.

Construction started at Sams Crossing the week of June 24. Construction will move eastbound on the south side of East College Avenue to Ashton Place where it will turn
around and proceed westbound on the north side of the street back to Sams Crossing. Construction will be completed in two-block sections.

Comglete Street Features

»  Three 11’ lanes, including a turning lane »  New pedestrian and vehicle lighting »  Pedestrian/bike crossings
» 10’ path for pedestrians and bikes on the »  Landscape buffer (typical 5’ strip) »  Road repaving and restriping
north side »  Center median (typical 11”) »  Replaced and upgraded traffic signals

» 5’ sidewalks on the south side

Thanks to the Project’s Funding Sponsors

This project would not be possible without the support of the following organizations:

The State Road and Tollway Authority, or SRTA, S1ATE ROAD
The Atlanta Regional Commission (ARC) has provided awarded the city a $1.5 million grant. As a small city, h&gﬁﬁgg‘;‘,
technical assistance, encouragement, and critical this grant was critical to overcome the financial gap
funding, including more than $8 million for the project.  Atlanta Regional Commission that would have prevented this project.
The Livable Centers Initiative (LCI), an ARC program oS \Nn,% o The Georgia Department of Transportation (GDOT), a key partner in the
started 25 years ago, helps transform communities in f project, provides funding, design review, and
the Atlanta region. Prior to the LCI program, streetscape % ‘. Sxin project management for the road, also known as GDQ.I;E:?;E?.L .
projects like the one the city is embarking on didn’t get 2 Highway U.S. 278. Over the project's life, dozens
funding because they weren't big enough. They were the of people representing different departments have
responsibility of local governments, and there wasn’t enough money from worked on it and continue to be involved in its funding, accounting, tracking,
local dollars alone. The funding that came through ARC was tied to the city’s and monitoring.

LCI downtown master plan.
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City News

During construction, compete against your neighbors to support
our local businesses. Bragging rights and prizes are on the line.

[ts Fasy to Panticipate and Win!

 Rally the Team

Find your team on the map.

« Spend Locally

Frequency is rewarded — save those receipts.

« Submit Receipts

Give receipts to your team captain.

« Enjoy Monthly Promos

Be on the lookout for giveaways and specials.
(] (]
« Win Big
Each quarter, the team with the most receipts
wins a party at a downtown business!

Find your team and
captain and learn more

about the competition.

AVONDALE ESTATES DOWNTOWN
DEVELOPMENT AUTHORITY

8 News From City Hall // July - August 2024



Heating e Air Conditioning e Plumbing e Electric ¢ Handyman

.sm ®

678 - SHUMATE
24/7/365

S e
COMFORT
 SPECIALIST

Mr faml|Y Just m It’s Hard To Stop A Trane:

it's time to call Shumate)

Mayer Private Wealth Management
RYAN MYRICK

Wealth Manager

8000 AVALON BLVD, STE 100
ALPHARETTA, GA 30009
678-566-0633 Office
ryan.myrick@mayerpwm.com
mayerprivatewealthmanagement.com

YOUR FINANGIAS

Like annual physicals, a
yearly financial checkup
can help uncover hidden

problems, inspire you to -

set new goals, provide M AY E
information you need to

improve your health, and g PRIVATE WEALTH MANAGEMENT
help make sure you're

on track for well-being.

| specialize in thoughtful and
personalized investment guidan
aimed at keeping your finances
and goals in shape.

Gall today for more information
or to schedule a consultation. =

Securities offered through LPL Financial, Member FINRA/SIPC. Investment
advice offered through Mayer Private Wealth Management, a registered
investment advisor and separate entity from LPL Financial.

MKT-06089-0124 Tracking #524666 (Exp. 01/26)
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City New

Transformation of the North Woods

The final stabilization of the North Woods uses different grass types than pogon gerardii) mixed with native wildflowers like Joe-pye weed (Eupatorium
often seen. The blue seed sprayed throughout the site is hydroseed and uses a fistulosum), wild bergamot (Monarda fistulosa) and narrow-leaved or swamp
seeding process that includes a seed mix, water, fertilizer, and mulch. This pro- sunflower (Helianthus angustifolius) will be used. The native riparian seed mix
cess allows for a native seed mix to be applied to the site but will take longer is more drought resistant, requires less maintenance, reduces erosion and

to establish than a typical contractor mix. A riparian seed mix including native increases wildlife habitat.

grasses like Virginia wild rye (Elymus virginicus) and big bluestem (Andro-

= GEORG

ENVIRONMENTAL PROTECTION IV ISIORE
The preparation of this project was financed in
part through a grant from the U.5
Environmental Protection Agency under the
Provisions of Section 319(h) of the Federal Water
Pollution Control Act, as amended.
Environmental Protection Division of the
Department of Natural Resources,

State of Georgia, March 2024,

Mayor Jonathan Elmore was joined by commissioners, city staff and partners at the North Woods ribbon cutting.

10 News From City Hall // July - August 2024




City News
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Left to right: Joe-pye weed, wild bergamot and swamp sunflower will be some of the native flowering perennials included in the viparian seed mix used in the North Woods.

Photo credit: Ellen Powell

Additional rip rap and modifications will be made to the rain gardens to
prevent stagnant water from collecting. Until stabilization occurs, sediment
will continue to build on top of the rain gardens, affecting the engineered soil.
Once stabilization occurs, the final sediment will be removed, and the engi-
neered soil mix will be “fluffed,” drastically improving the infiltration. These
steps, along with water uptake from the plants and native grasses, will control

any concerns about mosquitos. Rain gardens, when complete and properly

CEAGBRATING 30 YEARS
HammerSmith is here for you and your family.
We provide exceptional architectural designs and

home renovations. Start planning today for how
to live better in an ever-changing world.

HammerSmith
Live Brilliantly

maintained, don’t have stagnant water and will not need mosquito control.

The silt fence, which is the black mesh and rebar fencing surrounding the
construction site, will be removed when the stabilization throughout the area
has reached over 75% density. This fence is an erosion control measure that
allows water to pass but does not allow sediment to enter the woodland area
or Cobbs Creek. Keeping a silt fence installed until stabilization is established
will protect the creek and conservation area.

VINTAGE
MARKET

ANTIQUES & RETRO
- SINCE 2000 -

OPEN DAILY M-F: 11:00 AM - 6:00 PM
SAT-SUN: 11:00 AM - 7:00 PM
3429 COVINGTON HIGHWAY, SUITE C - DECATUR, GEORGIA
WWW .DECATURESTATEANTIQUES.COM (£ )

Find us: @decaturestato
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Traffic Calming Pilot Strives to Improve Safety

A common concern among Avondale Estates residents is feeling unsafe due
L
1 h

.-
.
-
ing will not effectively solve the problem. Even though drivers may not be e
breaking the law, cars moving at the posted speed limits can still pose safety
risks and make pedestrians and cyclists uncomfortable-a valid concern that LEARN MORE

should not be dismissed.

to the speed of cars on city streets. The city has considered using police to

address the issue; however, every traffic study conducted over the past ten
years has shown that drivers rarely exceed the posted speed limit. When they
do, it is seldom more than ten miles an hour over the speed limit required by

Georgia law to allow officers to issue tickets. Therefore, traditional polic-

To increase safety, reduce speeds, and deter cut-through traffic in the neighborhoods, the city has
developed a traffic-calming plan for the neighborhood. Traffic calming measures aim to reduce driving
speeds by narrowing a driver’s field of vision, prompting them to be more attentive and mindful of their
surroundings. The proposed Traffic Calming Plan includes recommendations from the design team and
input from the community workshop.

Testing Solutions

The city is considering launching a pilot project that will target South Avondale Road and Kensington
Road using inexpensive materials that can be easily removed. This pilot project will allow the city to test
traffic-calming measures in the short term before making a permanent investment or expanding them to
other areas of the city if they prove effective.
South Avondale Road and Kensington Road have been prioritized for several reasons:

»  More concerns have been raised on these corridors than others,

»  They are ideal for bike routes, and

»  They are natural cut-through streets and are more likely to experience higher traffic volumes during
construction projects in downtown Avondale Estates.

Timeline

The pilot’s target start date is no later than early fall, contingent on the availability of a contractor and
approval by the BOMC. Once the pilot is completed, the BOMC will consider additional traffic calming
measures based on costs, impact and timelines.

Traffic-Calming

Elements in
the Pilot

PAINTED CHICANES:
an artificial narrowing or turn on a road.

WAVE DELINEATORS:
a visually appealing separation method for
bike lanes and street lanes.

BOLLARDS:
a short post used to divert traffic from an area
or road.

NEUTRAL-COLOR PLANTERS:
A limited use of planters will be positioned in
strategic locations.

STOP BARS AND SIGNS:

Thick white lines on the road at stop signs act
as barriers and indicate whether a driver is

in the intersection. Additional stop bars and
more visible stop signs will be added in key
locations.

KENSINGTON CIRCLE RENOVATION:

The traffic circle's configuration and direction
of travel will remain the same. Paint will narrow
the travel lanes and stop signs will be added to
facilitate easy and safe pedestrian use.

5. Avondale / Kensington Traffic Calming / Bike Boulevard Tactical Urbanism Pilot Project

Lane Width Reduction/
/ Amenities

N e RO deatin, - Ca,
= e LH102.1 tH1022~ XN (T e

== LH101.2 7
LH101.1

Zones: Stop Signs / Chicanes

Lane Shifts w/
* . Parking

i3

By oL
"

Stop Signs /
../ Chicanes

Lane Shifts

LH105.2 ~
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2MyPlace

To coach, educate and provide life tools for today’s youth
to navigate their lives and become strong and confident adults.

2myplace offers classes on life, business, stress management and confidence skills.
We want to educate young adults on:

- Social Media Boundaries
- Human Trafficking
- Life
- Business
- Stress Management
- Suicide Awareness

Visit www.2myPlace.org for more information.

e
[=]:

901 Macy Drive, Roswell GA 30076 - Phone: 770.815.6044
Non-profit 501¢3 - EIN#81-1761365 - www.2myPlace.org

Education, Awareness, Frevention

Got filthy
trash bins?

We sanitize, deodorize, and disinfect filthy trash
bins with a hot water pressure washing system.

Schedule a cleaning today:
404-913-5033

Waging war on filthy bins

www.thebinbrigade.com

We Verify And Highlight Our Neighborhood's
PREFERRED, REFERRED, TRUSTED AND INSURED VENDORS
For Our Most Common Homeowner Needs.

Tired of seeing so many
DIFFERENT VENDORS
driving through our
neighborhood?
How do you know which
vendor is TRUSTED?
Which is INSURED?
Is there a place to find
out which vendors OUR
NEIGHBORS PREFER?

A

Look no further!

Our Front Porch Verified
has the answers for you.
Look for the Our Front Porch Verified
badge in our neighborhood newsletter.

Avondale Estates /| www.avondaleestates.org 13



July 2024

calendar of events

SUN MON TUES WED THURS FRI SAT

Fourth of July -
City Hall Closed

Parade 10 a.m.

Fireworks Festivities
7-10 p.m.

/ 8 9 10 11 12 13

Board of Mayor and
Dovntown Commissioners
Avondale Estates Historic Preservation Development .
. . . Regular Meeting
Farmers Market Commission Meeting Authority Regular .
. & Work Session
10am.-1pm. 6 pm. Meeting 530 om
5:30 pm. =opm.

14 15 16 17 18 19 20

Avondale Estates
Farmers Market
10am.-1pm.

A 22 23 24 25 26 27

Board of Mayor and
Avondale Estates Commissioners
Farmers Market Regular Meeting
10 am.-1pm. & Work Session
5:30 pm.

28 29 30 31

Avondale Estates Planning and
Farmers Market Zoning Meeting
10a.m.-1p.m. 6 p.m.
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August 2024

calendar of events

SUN MON TUES WED THURS FRI SAT

National Night Out
6 p.m.

Avondale Estates Historic Preservation
Farmers Market Commission Meeting
10a.m.-1pm. 6 pm.

11 12 13 14 15 16 17

Downtown Board of Mayor and
Avondale Estates Development Commissioners
Farmers Market Authority Regular Regular Meeting &
10am.-1pm. Meeting Work Session
5:30 p.m. 5:30 p.m.

18 19 20 A 22 23 24

Planning,
Avondale Estates : 9
Architecture and
Farmers Market .
Zoning Board
10am.-1pm.
6 p.m.

25 26 27 28 29 30 31

Board of Mayor and
Avondale Estates Commissioners
Farmers Market Regular Meeting &
10am.-1pm. Work Session
5:30 p.m.

Avondale Estates /| www.avondaleestates.org 15



City News

Curbside Gomposting is

Coming to Avondale Estates!

Residents of Avondale Estates can RBSldents

participate in a FREE curbside

collection pilot program to divert Sc U N
food scraps from landfills and create w p ow
compost for local programs.
[=] ' [m]
=

SIGN UP TODAY TO RESERVE
YOUR BIN!

Collection services will begin in
August 2024. Participants will
receive a seven-gallon compost bin.

The program is limited to 750 E -

households with curbside Check out the program details and
sanitation service. learn what can be composted.

How it works.

1. Throw your food scraps 2. CompostNow 3. Compost is shared 4. Together, we nourish

in the container provided empties your with garden partners. the planet with nutrient

by CompostNow. container at the rich soil and keep food
curb each week. waste from the landfill.

TED e
TERRY FOODWELL -
COMMISSIONER ALLIANCE
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City News

News and Updates

Stay Up to Date on Construction and Road Closures in the Cit

- GONSTRUGHION UPDATE

Numerous ongoing construction and road projects

are occurring in the city, including DeKalb County
Watershed Management projects replacing water mains
and sewer lines. Details of each project can be found
on the city’s Construction and Road Closures page.

The city will post biweekly updates about projects as
information is received from the outside organizations
managing them.

All businesses will remain open during the construction period. Please make a
point to support the city’s businesses.

Questions or concerns about the work should be directed to the responsible
parties.

Ongoing projects include:

North Avondale Complete Streets Project
Impacted roads: East College Avenue, Sams Crossing

DeKalb Watershed Scott Boulevard Water Main Replacement-Phase III
Impacted roads: Maple Street, E. College Avenue between Maple Street and
Livingstone, Livingstone Street and Brown Place

DeKalb Watershed PASARP 5 Gravity Sewer Renewal Project
Impacted roads: Berkeley Road south of Wiltshire to Banbury Cross, and
Banbury Cross to Memorial Drive, Wiltshire Drive, Dunwick Drive, and Hess
Drive

The Dale Construction Adjacent to the Town Green

Impacted roads: Lake Street and North Avondale Road.

Save the Date: National Night Out

August 1 at the Town Green Market Pavilion

Join the Avondale Estates Police
Department at the Town Green on
Thursday, Aug. 1 at 6 p.m. to kick
off the start of a new school year
with a special demonstration on
the science behind ice cream from
Avondale’s new ice cream shop N7
Kream Lab. Free ice cream will be
offered while supplies last. Stay
tuned for more details.

National Night Out is an annual
community-building campaign that
promotes police-community partnerships and neighborhood camaraderie to
make neighborhoods safer, more caring places to live.

Millage Rate Remains the Same

The Board of Mayor and Commissioners unanimously voted Thursday, June 27
to maintain the millage rate at 9.55 mills.

Thanks to all who provided their input in the public hearings leading up
to the vote.

@ul’
ront
’;Jorch

5875 Peachtree Industrial Blvd, Ste. 160 | Norcross, GA 30092

............... Get notice d. Advertise,

Contact us today!

To advertise in a neighborhood
publication, please contact us at

770-623-6220 - info@frontporchatlanta.com
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City News

Celebration Delights

The city’s Fourth of July kicked off with a spirited
parade led by Mayor Jonathan Elmore and Com-
missioner Graham Reiney. The Patriotic Brigade
comprised of decorated bikes and wagons rolled
next, followed by the scouts and the Wasted Poten-
tial Brass Band. Residents gathered to see dancers,
stilt walkers, festive golf carts, Ghostbusters, Paw
Patrol and Lightning McQueen. Local businesses
Banjo Coffee, Village Music and Swinks Tattoo
Emporium added to the festive event. The parade
concluded with the city’s Public Works and police
vehicles. Thanks to all the residents and community
members who participated and enjoyed the parade.
The city would like to give a special shout out to the
Avondale Woman’s Club for volunteering to hand
out water to participants.

The celebration continued at the Town Green in
the evening. Families and friends gathered to enjoy
music, hula hoop contests, jugglers, stilt walkers,
and delicious food and dessert. As the sun set, the
fireworks lit up the sky, making it a spectacular end
to Independence Day.

Photos Credit:
Isadora Pennington and Tammy Martinez
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Welcome New Businesses

'[N’] KREAM LAB
SWEET CHEMISTRY

Summer is here, and what better way to cool

down than with a delicious scoop of ice cream. N7
Kream Lab has redefined traditional ice cream

by using liquid nitrogen, creating a delightfully
smooth and creamy texture. They offer a variety of
customizable, made-to-order ice creams, including
vegan, non-dairy and sugar-free selections. From
cones and grab-n-go pints to unique rotating
flavors, there are scientifically delicious scoops for

cveryone.

121 Center St., Avondale Estates
nykreamlab.com

Step inside A Small
Place Bookshop

& Boutique and

discover a curated
collection that

B

celebrates the

depthanddiversity  \ SMALL PLACE
of Black storytell- BOOKSHOP & READING ROOM
I —

ing. Founded by

long-time friends

and alumni of Agnes Scott College, this bookstore
provides a selection of novels, memoirs, literature
and cultural gifts like handcrafted, sustainably
made African pieces. They offer a membership
program for all readers.

40 Franklin St., Ste. 500, Avondale Estates
asmallplacebooks.com

Created by a hus-
band-and-wife team
of professional art-
ists who have been
educating youth for
over a decade, The

Comic Workshop
inspires youth to tell
their stories through comics. They primarily offer
comic art and writing workshops but also teach
drawing and photography to youth and adults.
Workshops are available in their Little Tree studio
or off-site upon request. Check out their website
for upcoming events.

2838 Franklin St., Studio 122, Avondale
Estates
thecomicworkshop.org

Fall Weekend Wind Down Concerts

The Weekend Wind Down concert series returns to the Town Green this fall
in September, October and November. The events are free to the public and

food and beverages will be available for purchase.

Sunday, Sept. 15: 5-8 p.m.

COT Band - (Hispanic Heritage Month) Latin fusion and Caribbean rhythms.

Sunday, Oct. 13: 5-8 p.m.

Natti Loves Joy - Feel the island joy and reggae vibes.

HOMEGROWN
i I[.;\M i

Bolst
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Sunday, Nov. 3: 4-7 p.m.

Blue Velvet Atlanta - All-female blues band.

Music will begin an hour after the event starts.

Parking is available on streets in the downtown district unless otherwise

marked. Public parking lots are located off Lake St. and at City Hall. Please
respect the city’s businesses and do not park in their parking lots during

business hours.

OAKHURST
REALTY

w
w | T M
PARTNERS

REAL ESTATE AND BUSINESS ATTORNEYS




DID YOU KNOW... DIGITAL gy
Tog!

The sponsors in this publication help make designing, printing, and delivery possible
for your community! Without their advertising, this publication would be more costly for the HOA
to provide to the community. Show some support and visit one of the sponsors in this publication!

@lll'
ront
Pront,

sv KDA ' Tlehs

5875 Peachtree Industrial Blvd #160, Norcross, GA 30092 | 770.623.6220 | www.ourfontporch.net
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Avondale Woman’s Club Welcomes New Executive Board

The 2023-2024 membership year was very successful for the Avondale
Woman’s Club (AWC). The four seasons garden flags fundraiser was
particularly profitable. Proceeds were donated to Friends of Disabled Adults
and Children, Furnish with Love and Juvenile Diabetes Research Foundation.

The club has always been service oriented. Many members have volunteered
numerous times and hours at various nonprofit organizations in the
surrounding area and have been acknowledged for their dedication.

On May 23, the installation of the new executive board was held in the
beautiful garden at the home of Susan Merritt. Newly elected officers are:
»  President: Susan Merritt
»  First Vice President/Membership: Roxane Conticello

» Second Vice Presidents/Programs and Speakers:
Lisa Shaw and Susan Riley

»  Treasurer: Wendy Meulemans
» Recording Secretary: Jessica Reese
»  Corresponding Secretary: Karina Hatcher
The AWC is looking forward to the 2024-2025 session. To learn more about the

club, please contact Roxane Conticello at 678-449-8337. The first meeting will
be on September 26 at 11 a.m. in the American Legion Post 66 on Covington

Hwy.

The AWC aims to provide a warm and welcoming environment for all women
of the Avondale Estates area and foster members’ personal growth through
learning and service to the community.

The DeKalb Federation of Garden Clubs recently confirmed what Avon Garden
Club (AGC) members already knew— that Ruth Olson, a long-time, dedicated
club member, is a legend! On May 30, Ruth was inducted into the federation’s
"League of Legends” during a meeting at Callanwolde on Briarcliff Road in
Atlanta.

Ruth and her husband Eric moved to Avondale Estates in 1973, where they
raised five daughters. Today, Ruth and Eric are proud grandparents and great-
grandparents. Throughout their time living in Avondale Estates, Ruth and Eric
have been actively involved in community, civic and church endeavors.

Ruth’s active involvement with the AGC continues from when the founders
were active participants to today. Most recently, Ruth presided over the club’s
installation of officers in May 2024.

Ruth has served in all leadership roles of the AGC, including vice president and
president (1986-1987). Ruth was instrumental in the annual pancake breakfast,
the club’s major fundraiser which is still going strong after 40 years.

In the club’s nominating application to the federation, fellow club members
emphasized Ruth’s kindness, thoughtfulness, cheery outlook and the joy she
brings to every activity and gathering.
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The DeKalb Federation of Garden Clubs is composed of 17 DeKalb County
garden clubs and three plant societies. The League of Legends was instituted
in 2017 to honor long-standing garden club members and their contributions
to their respective clubs.
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The biannual Avondale Estates Garden Club (AEGC) Secret Garden Tour

was a great success, with perfect weather, hundreds of guests, dozens of
volunteers and five families who worked for months preparing to open their
gardens for the tour. Guests strolled through garden gates into private gardens
immaculately groomed for the tour.

This event was one of the club’s main fundraisers. Proceeds from the Secret
Garden Tour and other AECG fundraisers benefit organizations such as the
Avondale Estates Elementary School Foundation, the Cherokee Gardens
Library at the Atlanta History Center, the Garden Club of Georgia Scholarship
Fund and the Dunwoody Nature Center.

Avondale Estates -GardenCIb Hosts Tour

A special thank you to this year’s sponsors Coyote’s Mexican Grill, Eco
Gardens LLC, Finders Keepers Consignments, Carol Reimer, Dearborn Animal
Hospital and Brock Nix.

Mark your calendars for Saturday, June 6, 2026, for the next chance to peer
behind the gates of some of the most elaborate gardens in Avondale Estates at
the Secret Garden Tour.

BLUE »X STAR
MEMORIAL HIGHWAY

Gardens Clubs Mark Memorial Day

Memorial Day marks more than the official beginning of summer. Much more
importantly, it sets aside a time for every American to pause, remember and
honor men and women who gave their lives in service to this country.

Each year, the Avon Garden Club and the Avondale Estates Garden Club join
in a ceremony at the city’s Blue Star Memorial Highway marker to honor

the occasion. The two garden clubs alternate years creating a wreath for the
marker and planting flowers in the ground beneath it.

On May 24, members of the AGC placed a wreath on the city’s Blue Star
Memorial Highway sign in front of City Hall. City Commissioner Lisa Shortell,
AGC President Frank Mullens, and AEGC President Patricia Calcagno
addressed the gathering. AEGC members planted red, white and blue flowers
at the base of the marker.

The ceremony in Avondale Estates is part of the Blue Star Memorial Project of
the National Garden Club in which garden clubs around the country take part
in similar ceremonies.
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Garden Clubs Celebrate Garden Week

Fresh Flower for Cig Hall

When National Garden Week arrives in the
first week in June, members of the Avondale
Estates Garden Club do their best to share
the joy of gardening with as many neighbors
as possible, especially their friends at the
Avondale Estates City Hall.

This year, club member Karen Liebert
collected fresh flowers from club members’
gardens around the city and designed a large
flower arrangement for the lobby of City Hall.
Giving a new meaning to “locally grown,”
Liebert added a sign to the arrangement to
indicate that all the flowers were grown by
club members within the city limit of Avondale
Estates.

AEGC’s immediate past president Peggy
Burgess joined Liebert at City Hall for the
flower presentation.

Pictured (left to right): Peggy Burgess and Karen Liebert.

Flower and Friends Celebration

On June 6, the Avon Garden Club hosted
the “Flowers and Friends” event at the Willis
Park Pavilion. The event was the highlight of
the club’s week-long National Garden Week
celebration, which ran from June 2 to June
8. The city of Avondale Estates’ Greenspace
crew and volunteers of Gardeners for the
Common Good joined the celebration. The
celebration also included a plant swap,
where attendees could take a new plant
home with them.

After being “greeted” by a tall and friendly
scarecrow, attendees were officially
welcomed by club President Frank Mullins,
who expressed gratitude for their successful
efforts in beautifying Avondale Estates.
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Avon Garden Club Garden of the Month

| Avon Garden ) 5
GARDEN
of the Month

May: 3222 Majestic Circle, home of Wendi Sams and Mike Babcock June: 18 Lakeshore Drive, home of Ramos and David Jones

':«wu@
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Sponsors eager for your business!

A/C & Heating
Anytime Heating & Cooling, INC. wereemssenineenes 678-606-9020
Clark's Heating and Air s 6 78-379-2665
Dayco Systems 770-919-9509
Shumate Air Conditioning & Heating- ----678-584-0880
Superior Indoor Comfort -... 770-664-9098

Zen Air 678-883-7868
Accountants

Signature Accounting Services, LLC. wrrreeereeeeees 770-975-1609
Active Adult Community

Vickery ROSe Senior Living «mssssssessssssssssans 470-550-5200

Assisted Living
L A I Y = T (o [ ——
Rock Creek Manor
The Arbor at Bridgemill
Varenita of West Cobb --

678-990-5055
678-454-2600
- 770-214-4023
- 470-750-3500

Attorney
Barbara Parker Law 678-880-0800
Daryl L Kidd P.C. 770-499-1274
Banking

- 678-486-1111
- 770-536-1100

Credit Union of Georgia -
Peach State Bank & Trust -
Bathroom & Kitchen Remodeling
Housley Enterprises, Inc
InDesign Kitchen & Bath
Bathtub & Ceramic Tile Repair
Unique Refinishers
Cleaning Services

- 678-546-2276
- 770-865-3632

770-945-0072

House Cleaning Specialist, INC «weerssmmsssssssssssseennns 770-975-4995
Concrete Leveling
Advance Concrete Lifting & Leveling - 678-208-3426

Consignment
Finders Keepers
Uptown Cheapskate-Cumming -
Uptown Cheapskate-East Cobb -

Dentist
Acworth Dental
BridgeMill Dentistry (Scott Merritt, DMD) -
Esthetic Dental Solutions -
Family Dentistry at Seven Hills .- -.678-574-4837
Roswell Dental Care 770-998-6736
Swords & Phelps Dentistry - 770-479-3713

Design & Build Services
HammerSmith, Inc.

Doors
Park Avenue Entries

Electrical Service
Arc Angel Electric Corp
Shumate Electrical Services -

Entertainment
History Cherokee

Fitness Centers
Body Bar Pilates

Flooring
All Floors Center

Funeral Homes
In Their Honor of Jasper Funerals & -

Furniture & Accessories
Palm Casual

Garbage & Recycling Service
The Bin Brigade

Golf Equipment & Supplies
Golf Cars of Canton

404-377-1944
- 770-844-7600
- 770-999-1967

770-974-4146
- 770-704-1812
678-352-1333

404-377-1021

770-622-0554

- 470-239-5568
- 678-584-0880

770-345-3288

678-336-2377

404-610-9344

706-253-5060

770-779-8902

404-913-5033

678-880-1156

Government
DeKalb County Board of Commissioners- «----
Handyman
Happy Handyman LLC
Shumate Handyman Services -
Home Furnishings
ARIANA Home Furnishings & Design «---eeeeeees 678-807-7422
Home Improvements
Victoria Renovations

404-371-2899

678-429-3109

Hospital

Northeast Georgia Medical Center - weeseeees 770-214-4492
Insulation

Koala Insulation-Perimeter North Atlanta -+ 312-890-8242
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The following are sponsors* in other community newsletters, published
by Our Front Porch. BOLD LISTINGS have an advertisement in this

publication. (*/ncluded sponsors have met purchase criteria.)

Insurance
Allstate Insurance Nancy Wells - wweeerseeesseeennes 404-452-5066
The Upton Agency 770-361-6570

Landscaping
Griffin Landscape Group -
Stone Edge Landscapes -

Medical Clinic
Prestige Medical Group
SOLUTIONS Pain & Spine Doctors

Nursery
Autumn Hill Nursery

770-685-5751
678-421-4763

706-692-9768
470-275-3626

770-442-3901

Painting
Chris Brown Painting & Home Repair ------------eeeeeees 770-323-3148
Earthly Matters Painting and Contracting - 770-346-0203
Painting Plus 404-382-9988
Verge Painting and Siding - eeersmessssseennes 678-331-1102

Pest Control
Legacy Pest Control
Pet Training
The Dog Wizard
Plumbing
Bryan Plumbing Services - 770-826-5277
Panacea Plumbing 404-644-7549
Robinson and Family Plumbing - eseeeessseeees 770-873-3202
Serv'all Plumbing & Rooter Service 770-917-1852
Shumate Plumbing Services 678-584-0880
Pre-Schools & Kindergarten
Omega Learning Center-Acworth - e 770-792-7431
Propane Service
Gas Incorporated
Real Estate
Atlanta Communities-Carl Hawthorne -
Atlanta Communities-Elizabeth Martin - 678-373-9342
Atlanta Communities-Jennifer and Associates --770-403-5639
Compass Realty-Natalie Gregory Team - 404-373-0076
Cory & Co. Realty 404-564-5561
Georgia Real Estate DEPOt-NiX «-eseeeesssereessseeeeenas 770-401-4932
Harry Norman Realtors-Pam Hughes - 404-626-3604
JW Collection Brokers LLC-Oslund 678-321-4211
Keller Williams-Gloria Williams 678-780-7556
Keller Williams-Linda Jacobs - 770-337-2006
Orchard Realty-Schmidt and Pala «-eeeeessseeeenas 678-677-2738

770-423-0160

678-748-3231

770-720-1378

404-403-1789

ReMax-Bailey 678-535-8979
Robin Martin and ASSOCIates - srsssereeneees 678-665-0202
Remodeling

770-329-9112
404-569-8794

Diversified Contracting Group -
GCl Basements

Serv'all Plumbing-Remodeling - seressusssseees 770-917-1852
Restaurants

Cactus Cantina 470-207-8341

Kaldi's Coffee 404-727-0405

Luna Maya 770-720-4999
Roofing

Atlanta Roofing Specialists - eeremssssseeenes 770-419-2222

Earthly Matters Painting and Contracting - 770-346-0203
Schools-Private

Atlanta Academy 678-461-6102

King's Ridge Christian SChOol - esseeeessereessssesennss 770-754-5738

770-664-7764
404-373-8746

McGinnis Woods Country Day School
The Friends School of Atlanta
Security Systems

Classic ENtry SyStems «mmmmmmmmmsseerssssesssssssssees 678-330-1111
Skin Care

dermani MEDSPA - East Cobb (Marietta) - 678-909-1735
Synagogues

Congregation Ner Tamid -rsssssssssssnnneees 678-264-8575
Tutoring

The Brain Station
Veterinarians

Flowery Branch Pet Wellness Center - -eeees 678-960-3060
Water Heaters

Serv'all Plumbing-Water Heaters -
Window Replacement

Davis Window & Door 770-279-0905

North Georgia Replacement Windows, Inc. - 770-888-1604

Visionaire Windows 404-543-9306

678-401-3596

770-917-1852
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Join the ) *

Decatur Avond'é,le
Children’s Choir

A Community Choir of E)lcellen!e,
Artistry & Musicianship §

performing ensembles, the DACC preséhts
of styles.

With over 120 singers (ages 6 to 18) in ’iee

distinctive choral literature from a vari

The DACC rehearsals and all major perforn'ances
are held at First Baptist Church of Decatur =
308 Clairemont Ave., Decatur, GA 30030

Check us out on: / ._ ' _ r Our 16th Season

2024/2025
: ' Contact'R. Mark Green, Director

at info@decaturavondalecc.com
For more information, visit out our website at < to schedule an audition.

www.decaturavondalechildrenschoir.com L

Commission?
The Market? _
HOMECROWN Interest rates? R 4

REAL ESTATE =

Let's Talk. We want you'r business!

HOMEGROWNTEAM.COM i3 Bolst

106 N CLARENDON AVENUE, STE C,
AVONDALE ESTATE, GA 30002
404.788.2459

" EQUAL HOUSING
REALTOR OPPORTUNITY

et
——

== .



»“ The Avondale

real estate
market is
heating up!

WANT TO MAKE A
o2 SPLASH THIS SUMMER?

1 ; I'VE GOT FIVEEASY TIPS TO SELL YOUR HOME.

ALOCAL REALTO
1. Contact 2:0¢ ®
IFYOUDON'TWANTTO
2- Purge PAY TO MOVEIT, TRASHIT!

Jenis ereat 3. Fluff s minesree,
towork with! 4. List wouocroy
5 Leave ZEioue

EASY SHOWINGS

MICHELE & BRIAN

@JENNEWMANHOMES  f @JENNEWMANHOMEST .



